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=== The Dedication. @ 
wü the Intereſt of our Manufafure, but 
with the true Intereſt of England in Gene- 
ral; that abating for the little Digreſſions, 


either in Stile or Obſervation, whichowe = 


humbly hope will be borne with, we 
cannot but recommend the Arguments uſed. 
in Bebalf of both, to the Peruſal of all thoſe 
who have a true Regard tothe ilar nh 
e OP 
ber nothing to aut Pardon ſar in 
eng ten Trag to your Honour, 
B the Ironical Manner of ſome Part of the 
Performance. But we mote it our bumble 
Pin to, your Honour, thit paſſing. 
wer the Author's Exel font of that, or 
any ater Bind, you will be pleifed to give 
Bir Arguments ſuch 4 Weight, as to your 
dun Judgment ſhall ſeem, meet; and we 
humbly hope, that y0# will find ſuch agree-= 
L Force, and ſuch clear Reaſoning in 
our, moſt juit Cauſe, as may Emitle us t 
the Favour of your Good Opinion: Ar, Sir, 
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The Dedication 
mthing can be more abſurd than the meat 
Infemiations of our Oppoſers, the Author 
has thought fit to turn them into ſome Ri- 
dicule, — has brought them in ſpeaking 
— Nonſence and Contradiftion, as they do; 
and tbo we think really be could do no lefs, 

and therefore hope for your Excuſe for that 
Point, yet this ir what we mean when: 

e 45. your Pardon for hir Excurſions. 
But as to bis Argument, we ſay as be- 
fate" he turns them all upon the moſt Clear 
and Fundamental Article in Commerce 
that can be made Uſe of, (viz.) that 4 
Nation ought to import no Mannfa@ures. 
which they can either produce among them- 
ſelver, or make by their own Hands; or 
in ſhort, that we ſhould never ſuffer : any 
Thing to be Imported from Abroad, 
which can be made at Home: 
This we bumbly hope the Author 4 
fo well argued, as "will give your Honour, 


on a Members of the Honourable Houſe 
of 


> Foot with the Dutch; in the En An Aire, 


n 


0 — | full Sarixftlion i in tbe J 
ce and Merit 15 the Cafe vow hefane quu, 
E thereby fully e the udareſing: it 
in this Manner del, PER 

However, | Leave to: So 


| Notice, 
bor's Keaſoviiig 5,48 Wie Probibizian of 


45 Keith: 
prove ro he redjanable;;" yet that the ut. 
moſt werthe Engliſh Manufacturers have 
Petitioned. tbe Houſe for, amounts to 10 
more thun the ſetting us upon: an 4 val. 


kets, ar well at Home, 4s in Ho Majeſties 


y bar deprived 15 f ſome. Advantages. 


that Sin ſpall uot be Laid: to Hr Charge-by 
the, Purliument. 
1 bur lech e | and; before. Aan 


ibn * þ i the Au 
9 F Braſs ate 


E Abroad: in hich, i our Mode. 


which we migbi hut boped for fromthe. 
Faftice' of of the Hduſe of Coinmons, me hope 


e Centr,” and e 
doubt 


een cation. 


-dinubt not has been proved ” Jour Saif. | 

Nacrioꝝ, that the Metal- p ep dar d, and 

Blacks attin;: ure but the ſame Secu of 4 

' Many F700 < under dfferent Names ) © | 

with that- call Battrey; that their 

Value is equal; that their Ot Abrbuu, 

hd Sale al. Market, 1, to a Trifle, the 

Lame Bur that at" the ſame. Time the 
Diffebinct in the Duty ſhould be 20 8. fo d. 

. Hundred jor be Sort; and 165: per 
undred for the other Sort, leſs than the 

Duty upon Battrey ; as it is inſupportable 

to the Trade, and unreaſonable, where the 

Quality and V. alu” is the Jame, ſo it is 


the Main Thing we Petition againſt. 
t ir evident, Hl bb boon proved to A 


your en that while the Battrey pays 4 

0548 Be per Hundred net Duty, the 
Y prepared pays 12 208. 3 d. per 
Hundred, and the Black-Lattin 4 9s. 


6d. and) yet are all generally ſold at the 


* ſame Price, the Pai ce being put into 
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ESSAY 


ON T H E 
an and mo Manufadures 
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2 NG L AND 


Only Relative to the 
Preſent DEBATE 
IN THE 


Houfe of Commons. 


Hing af aſi de all Ceremonious Addreſſes 1 
ſiſtent wich the Subject herein rided, 1 
proceed to Joſorm the Readers hereof, chat 


— vpon my 5 London laſt Weck 1 was 
much 
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much importuned by ſome Citizens who were ſormerly 
pleaſed to think me ſtudioully diſpoſed to promote the 
Good of this Nation, to make uſe of my Intereſt with 
the Houſe of Commons in their Favour in a certain 
Caſe, which, if e ffectual, could not fail, as they ſaid, of 
recommending my M-rit to the Nation, and more eſpe- 
cially to this City, (to which I owe my Birth and 
Fortune, ſuch as tis.) I very readily hearkened to a 
Motion that had any Colour of Intereſt to Emgland, 
and was ſtudiouſly inquiſitive into the Caſe, which 
was delivered in the following Words, which, as they 
were uttered, I ſometimes interrapted with ſome ſhore 
Queries, for better underſtanding the Particulars. 


- ; Seb 

We - FAY you to London, beg your Excufe 
for eur Preſumption, and give you to know, that the 
Livelihood of many Thouſand Families in England, 
imployed in the Staple Commodities, as well as the In- 
tereſt and Maintenance of the whole Corporation cf 
working Braziers and Armorers, in Town and Coun- 
trey, is now at the Point of Ruin, unleſs obſtructed by 
the ſpeedy Interpoſition of your Intereſt and Judgment 
to ſet the Matter in a true Light, and influence. your 
Pequalntance from the Prejudices they have imbibed, 
in Favour of the Manufacturers in Copper, Brafs, Lay: 

Caliminaris, Kc. n . 


Pray Sirs, What mean * Lapis Caliminaris? 


Ohl Sir, tis a Mineral found in the Weſt of England, 
which Compounded with a ſmall Proportion of Copper, 
make Braſs, We hope, Sir, tis not too late to acquaint 
you with the Deſolation impending, and ruinating many 


Thou- 


123 


Thouſands of your Compatriots, tho of the poorer 


Sort, from this unfortunate Ocxaſion. ., 11 _- ,... 


4 Sir, you would do well to lead me into the Secret with leſt 


Cir c umlocution. N 


Worthy Sir, our Trade and Livelibood is invaded 


by a few mercenary. Men, who have acquired prodigi- 
aus Stocks of Money by their Oppteſſion, and engroſ- 
ſing Trade and Buſineſs into their own Hands. 


| Good Sirs, to the Matter. 


Sir, their Oppreſſers are moſt of them Quakers, who 
join together, only taking in a few Churchmen, as bad as 
themſelves, for a Colour, leſt their Monopolies ſhould 
be too obvious; and Sir, if you liveQo Years, as God 
grant you may, your Eyes will do the Penance of 
leeing this Nation over-run with this Dangerous People, 
as already it is in the North, and of 
cially Briſtol, where, as we are informed, they are the 
Leading Men in Trade; nay, we are aſſured by good 
Accounts, that they are become ſo Populous and Weal- 
thy, that they are going to erect a Third Mecting-Houſe 
in that City, tbo' their ſilent Worſhip had never the 
Sanction of any National Authority, as yours now, and 
ours about Fifty Years ago, had. Oh, Sir, tis with 
Regret we Commemorate the Glorious Times of our 
Fathers, who were then protected in their Imports and 
Exports, Oc. | 


No more of that, Sire, 


B 2 Pray 


gland, eſpe- u 
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0 , What can the End of thefe Things be > We 
hope you will- repreſent to the Helm of the Nation 
the Danger of indalging ſo Politick a People, in wheſe 
Favour not one good Word can be ſaid, but that the 
Nation is not. charged with their Paupers. | 


: Giro, Luft zen pt you. Vow give me Expe@ation of 


* e 
* >, 


male any Judgment. 


Sir, You muſt know that we are by Occupation Im- 
porters of Braſs Wares, from Holland and Germany, we 


repreſent to you the Corporation of Braziers and Armo- 


rets of Landon, and Elpouſe the Intereſt of the Wool- 
len Manufacture, Sir, the Staple Trade of Old Eng land, 


to which we, out Families, and the Corporation we 


SS 
0 


-, from England to 


repreſent, as well as many Eminent Merchants, have 
hitherto Subſcribed, by Exporting Woollen Cloaths 
d and Germany, and receiving, 


i Return Braſs of all Sorts, ſuitable to the Neceſſities 


of the Nation. And Sr, We do not only ſupply 
moſt Parts of Exg land, but all the American Iſlands, 2 
Continent, Subject to the Crown of England, with all 
Sorts of Copper and Braſs Wares, as Kettles, Pots, Pans, 
and all other Conveniencies and Utenſils, ſuch as Cop- 
Pete, Furnaces, and Stills, for the Sugar Plantations, &. 
o that we have been ot great S:rvice in our Age at 
ine and Abroad. We alſo furniſh our Settlements 
in Africe with all ſuch Brafs Wares as are Vendible there, 
and are capable of ſupplying not only the Queens 
Dominions at Home and Abroad, but divers other 
Sates in Traffick with us, to. the great Encouragement 


Sir, 
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Sir, This has been, and is a Trade, ſo conſiderable to 
the City of Landon, and ſo eſſential to the Conſumption 
of our Woollen Manufactures, which we ſend to Holland 
in Exchange for theſe Wares, that the Deſolation of 
many Thouſands of the Queens Sober Citizens, and 
Loyal, tho Poor Subjects, and among the reſt of your 
humble Servants, muſt inevitably enſue its Overthrow, 
which is now at the Door: This is occaſioned by the 
Clamours and Complaints of a Parcel of Men in Ex- 
land, who have aſſumed the Title of the United Battrey 
and Wire Company, who by joining their long Heads, 
and Purſes together, have firſt, after much puzling 
and botching, with the Aſſiſtance of Foreign Works 
men, brought the Art of making Braſs-Wire to ſuch a 
Perſection, as to undermine, and almoſt totally exclude, 
the Importation thereof from Holland and Germany; fo 
that now they ſupply almoſt the whole Nation with Exgliſß 
Wire, to the great Detriment of many honeſt Importers. 
And now prompted and enconraged with their Succeſs in 
excluding our Friendly Neighbours, the Hollander, 
(whoſe Intereſt we conceive to be inſeparable from our 
own) from the Importation of German Wire into England, 
they are now attempting in a hoſtile manner to invade 
the Intereſt aud Commerce of our ſaid Friendly Allies, 
the Hollanders, (to whom we are ſo mach obliged for 
helping us off with our Woollens,) in ſolliciting the 
Honourable the Houſe of Commons to lay a farther 
Duty on a certain Sort of German Braſs, called Metal» 
E and Black-Lattin, and to take off the Draw- 
ck from all Dutch Braſs Imported into Exgland, and 
fent out again to Her Majeſties American Plantations : 
This, Sir, is = Buſineſs of ſuch Conſequence to us the 
Importers, and many poor Workmen in our ſeveral Em- 
| ployments, 
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ployments, that the Trade of Exportation of Dutch 


Fraſs to America muſt ceaſe, or at leaſt theſe Emglifb 
Manufacturers will be on an equal Foot with us, which 


— 
* 


Will be the Way effectually to deſtroy us, and ruin our 


Trade. 


Now, Sir, it deſerves to be taken Notice of here, that 
we can prove we were inthe Poſſeſſion of that Trade be- 
fore they ever knew how to make Braſs or Co 
Wares in England; this Trade, Sir, has been leſt unto 
us as an Inheritance by our Fathers; and, Sir, if theſe 
Manufacturers are encouraged in the Eſtabliſhment of 
their Works in England, the American Colonies, and 
all England, will be ſupplied with the Commodities of 
Englilh Produce, and we ſhall export no Foreign, be- 
cauſe the Exgliſb will underſel us, unleſs we buy of them 
inſtead of the Dutch. | _=_— 


Moreover, Sir, the Exgliſb Braſs is not yet ſo good as 
the German, for Proof whereof we refer you to the Re- 
port which the Committee, (to-whoſe Conſiderations this 
Conteſt was referred,) gives in to the whole Houſe. On- 
ly; Sir, we obſerve to you, that whereas you will find 
the Goodneſs of Erg/iſþ Copper and Braſs aſſerted by 
Witneſſes - brought by theſe New ManufaRurers, and 
placed down in ſome of the Minutes of that Report, 
we inform you theſe Witneſſes were Perſons who have 
deſerted the General Intereft of our Company of Braſiers, 
(tho otherwiſe they may be Men of good Report,) 
and have taken on with the Ezgl/iſþ Manufacturers, 
refufing to conform to the Sentence and Judgment of our 
 Brazen-Hall, who have, conformable to our Laws and 
Charter, with due Thought and Advice, reſolved as far 
as our Stock of 645 J. 7 1. will run, and if that I, 
* | VE 


* 2 | 

have voted the Sale of Pledge of our Stock of Plate; which 
added to the former will amount to Pounds, to main- 
tain the Trade of Importing Braſs from Holland, and Ex- 
porting it to the American Colon es, ſubject to the 
Crown of England, in Oppoſition to the & ſtabliſhment 
and Furtherance of the Exgliſſh Manufacturers, which, 
if encouraged by the Preſent Parliament, as we have too 
great Cauſe to fear it will, will highly affect the In- 
tereſt of our Company, and more eſpecially of us the 
Importers. This, Sir, is the Sum of our Aggrievance, 
which, in the Name of our Brazen Corporation, we 
proſtrate to your Judicious' and Generous Endeavours, 
ang you that we have no Hopes left but what we 
promiſe ourſelves from your Efpouſing and Countenance; 
and for the better Directing yourſelf in this Affair, we 
lodge in your Hands the ſeveral Printed Petitions, Caſes, 
or Explanations, paſſed on the Part of us and our Ad- 
verſaries upon this Occaſion. You may depend on the 
Verity of our Aſſertion, but thofe of our Adverſaries 
are in many Places fallacious. The reſt we refer to 
your Difcreet Management, and are with one Conſent, 


Mori Sir, 
Tour moſi Obedients, 


The Importers. 


Genthemen 
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and Braſs, and the I. 
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Gentlemes 21 the Hout of 1 


to whoſe Sight or 28 * Liner 
3 Come. 


| Preſume ſome of) you may have the Curioſity of Se | 


this Anonymous Paper, which only contains what 
Id have ſaid to many of you, had 1 thought fit to 


hare been more W this Oc- 


Ic cannot bal wah affen on any Thing that has 


the leaſt Appearance of 7 to an Exgliſb Intereſt : 
22 was this Humour led me. not only to hear the Ad- 

ſſes and Fa of the Principal Importers and 
Braziers of Landon, but to ſpend a Few Waſte Hours 
in deliberating and imparting the lame. 22 


[ have with the Niceſt Scratiny eximined the reſpe- 
ctive Pretenſions of the Manufacturers of Engliſh Copper 
of Braſs Wares from Ger- 


mam and Holland. And the firſt Thing that occurred 


Man, ſhbuld be found in England to object againſt the Pro- 
moting and Furthering ſo Eminent a Branch of Trade as 
the Copper and Braſs Manufacturers in Exgland are; let the 
Undertakers be who, or what, they will, Quakers, Fapiſts, 


or Presb 7 §— which is worſe; and I am under a Ne- 


Ai of eceivia thoſe Gentlemen, who courted my 
iltance in fapprefiing an Engliſb Manufacture, which, 


upon Conſideration was a Surprize, that ſo mach l One 


if 
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Af not already, yet without Controverſie, is capable, 
with the Countenance of the Parliament, to be made as 
Good as any in the World 3 the extraordinary late Im- 
provement and Nicety in all Sorts of Braſs Wares, great 
and ſmall, in and about London, Briming bam, and divers 
other Parts of Eng/a;d; and the Capacity and Genius of 
the Engliſb Artificers, is obvious to every common Un- 
derſtanding in England, but has acquired a ſingular Re- 
putation Abroad, particularly in France, where our Engliſh 
Watches, Clochs, Locks, Buckles, Buttons, and all Sorts of Eng- 
tifſþ Braſs Toys, are in great Eſteem, and in Caſe of Peace 
we may expect an extraordinary Acceſſion to the Conſum. 
ption of our Braſs Wares. What is it that the Exgliſb can- 
-not do upon Reaſonable Encouragement? And what is 
3t that they will be able to do, it the Intereſt of the Na- 
tion, and its Serviceable Members, the Contrivers and In- 
duſtrious ManufaQurers go on to _— in Copper and 
Braſs, from the Oar to the Utenſil > *T were almoſt incredi- 
ble to repreſent the Number of Hands imployed in the va- 
rious Operations that theſe Metals of Copper and Braſs do 
undergo ; *tis no leſs than a Brazen Aſſertion, that an 
Engliſh Genius and Fancy is not as capable of Improve- 
ment as German or Dutch. I look upon any Man, be he 
Importer, 'Brafier, or Merchant, that fo ſtrenuouſſy op- 
poſes a National Good, as an Apoſtate from the Generous 
Temper of an ”xgliſþh Man, and an Enemy to his Coun- 
trey; and do think any Thing leſs than Baniſhment is 
too mild for ſuch Spurious Creatures, and Zealous Stick- 
lers for our Dear Friends the Hollanders, Who have been 
all along ſo tender of the Engliſh Intereſt, as not only to 
outdo us in the Quota, but to advance our Commerce, in 
giving us ſuch Lifts + ith our Woollen Manufactures, now 
ata Time when no other Place in the World can ſupply em. 
Allowing, for Argument * no other wiſe, the Engliſh 
n aa | a Braſs 
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Brass to be inſigniſicantly inferiour to the Goodnefs of the 
Foreign, perhaps to the Value of Forty Shillings, or 
Three Pounds in an Hundred Pounds worth, will that 
juſtifie the Encouragement of Foreign Manufactures, to 
the Prejudice and Detriment of our own, which beyond 
all Diſpute is capable of doing every Thing to equal Per- 
fection with the Foreiga. 4 


© Wherefore has the good God enriched our Iſland with 
theſe Valuable Mines and not only inſpir'd us with Un. 
derſtanding to ſearch and find them, but given us the 
Science of converting our very Earth into this refined Qua- 
lity of Copper and Braſs, to the Univerſal Accommoda- 
tion of our own Uſes, and altthe Neighbouring Nations, 
who have not been favoured with theſe Treaſures, nor 
the Science of working in them. We find the Wiſe 
Creator has for the moſt part planted theſe Treaſures of 
Gold, Silver, Iron, Lead, Tin, Copper, and Braſs, 
Mines in the moſt Barren and Fruitleſs Parts of Nations, 
ſuch as are the leaſt capable of other Products. All Na- 
tions producing Mines furniſh us with Inſtances in Favour 
of this Aſſertion, viz. Corzwal, andthe other Coarſe Parts 
ef the Weſt of England, for Tin ; the Naked and Craggy 
Rocks in North Wales for Lead; the Mines in the North 
of England and Scotiana,the Iron, Copper, and Lead Mines 
in the ĩnaceeſſable Parts of Ireland, and Copper thoſe of 
Germany, &c. and to omit many other Inſtances, the Silver 
and Gold Minesof Peru, Mexzco, and Braſil, all which lye in 
Places moſt defticute of other Human Conveniences; by 
which it is evident moſt Countries having. Mines were 
uninhabitable in thoſe Parts, had not the Wiſe Diſpoſer 
made this Proviſion for the Inhabitants, and given them 
this Treafure, whereby to purchafe other Neceffaries ; 
ut. iftcheſe Treaſures muſt be confined to their dark Ha- 


1 8558 fn] 
bitations by the Taterpoſition of a Foreign Intereſt, and 
which is yet more inſupportable, by our own Legiſlators; 
then inſtead of uſing gratefully, we are highly guilty of 
abuſing the Mercies of God, to oblige a Nation, from 
whom, if we expect any other than to be laught at, we: 
deceive ourſelves. n | 


I conceive it may contribute to the enlightning ſome 
of thoſe dark Underſtandings, who either ignorantly, 
or maliciouſly, oppoſe the National Good in this Affair 
to form this Suppoſition, viz. Allowing our Mines had 
been fo cafie of Acceſs, ſo contiguous to the Reſidence. 
and Conveniency of the Proprietors, Firing, Wages, G. 
ſo cheap, and. ſo commodiouſly ſ.tuate for Exportat ion, 
as that we could have exported our Battrey, Metal-pre- 
par'd, and Black-Lattin, to Hallaua and Germany 20 5. per 
Hundred Weight cheaper than theſe People could make 
them, paying there ſuch a Duty as they ſhould pleaſe to 
impoſe, the Queſtion will be, whether any (who know 
the Dutch) can ſuppoſe they would admit us to draw 
back that Duty all to a Trifle, (too little to acknowledge 
Tribute to the State, and not ſufficientto pay Warehouſes 
Room tor lodging the Goods in Her Majefty's Nation,) 
and to export our ſaid Goods to Curraſao, Sarinam, and 
their other Settlements in 4z#erics, and all this while their 
own Braſs Wares lying on Hand for want of Sale and 
Vent. Surely every Man of Sence will anſwer this Que- 
ſtion in the Negative; and if any do other wiſe, let em 
produce an In ſtance of the Dureh being ſuch Fools, and 
chen I will allo / them to be as great Fools as we are now. 


| And to give theſe Notions a farrher mMmuſtration, by 
ſuppoſing a Caſe parallel to it, let us conceive that che 
Germans, A or ſore other Nation, : ſhould hap» 
— C 2 pily 
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pilyUiſcover ſome Mines of Lead Oar, and the Art- of 
converting it to all neceſſary Uſes; and becauſe of their 
ealie Accels; Scituation, Cheapneſs of Labour, or any other 
Cauſes, -contributary to a moderate Price, could afford 
to furniſh Elan with Lead cheaper than ſhe can dig- 
and work her own Lead Mines, 1 query, upon this 
Suppoſition, were it our Intereſt to admit the Importation 
of Foreign Lead upon Payment of a Duty, and its 
Exportation by Debenture, to all thoſe Markets in the 
Mediterranean, and other Places, ' to which we owe 10 
much of the Confumption of our Lead, as well as our 
own Nation in all its Branches - and by ſuch an Indul- 
gence lay an Imbargo on all the Lead Mines in England. 
and Wales? This is only a Query, but | think 'tis fuch 
an one as carries its Anſwer along with it; Why, *tis-cer- 
tain, this Ingratitude to the Generous Giver of theſe Trea- 
fures, and to our Countrey, ſo favoured with them, 
would not be more Ridiculous than the Allowance of 
Importing Foreign Braſs, now in Diſpute, 
Ve + a vet © © OED 7 N | 


In the next Place, we live in Expectation of having a 
Trade opened to the South Seas, which Trade will A 
libly very much augment and diſpoſe of our Ezg/iſb Braſs 
Wares; but if the Exportation of Exgliſb Battrey, Braſs, 
r. continue a:Proftitute, (as it hitherto has been, and 
Mill is, to the Dutch, till we go upon that Trade, be it 
ſootßer or later, then will the Datch be more ſweetly 
ſenſible of our blind Indulgence, and will conſequently, (as 
their Nature is,) impoſe upon us farther ; and then, when 
we have all been as tired with bearing their Burthens as 
ſome have already, I am apt to think the Parliament will 
doof their own Accord, and without any Oppoſition, what 
now admits of ſo. much Conteſt and Sollicitation. How 
conſiſtent is ĩt withthe Law of Nature and of n | 
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that the Continent and Iſlands of America, which are no 
other than ſo many Counties of Exglans, ſhould. be all 
ſupplied with Foreign Battrey, Braſs, &c. by Means of 
ſuch Debentures as are allowed, 8 5. 64. drawn back out 
of 95. 6 4. paid, which is little elſe than taking thoſe 
Goods directly from Holland to our Plantations, and all. 
this while our own Mines lock d under the Hatehes, our 
Hands manacled, and our Trade, in this Point, lan- 
guiſhing and ſinking under theſe. Loads, and may be 
reduced by theſe Extremities to 3. Neceſſity of reſigning 
their Works, which have been invented, contrived, and 
carried on, with ſo immenſe Sr and Loſs, as well 
as the Ruin of ſeveral of the Original Undertakers.. 


I fay again, if we are ever to have Commerce with 
the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, which I'm ſure we aim at in every 
Fund we raiſe for carrying on this War, there will be 
an Abſolute Neceſſity of making the Exportation of 
Foreign Braſs Wares yield, and ſtrike Sail to thoſe of. 
Great Britain; and if we do not this we ſhut our Eyes to 
the. Intereſt of this Nation. e | 


All the Oppoſition made to the Braſs Manufactures of. 
England is by Three or Four Importers, who, by their 
Zeal againſt their Countrey, will only perpetuate the 
Infamous Characters of themſelves. and Succeſſors: Whes. 
ther theſe Men compaſs their own Ends or no, they oppoſe 
their Countrey under theſe Specious Pretences, wn 


1ſt, That any farther Charge than already is on Datch 
Braſs Wares, will derogate from the Exportation of our 


a2dly; 
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IS Ay. That the x eſs Braſs i is not t quite » 0 @ kindly in 
wy "its Operation as Foreign; JO” { 
In theſe Two 8 eee id the Sum of an 
their Pretenſions, and how far they merit the Notice of a 
Parliament, we Wal examine with ae Neutrality. 


"Tis True, that we furniſh Holland, great Part of 
Germany, Flanders. "and other States, more Northern as 
Well as Southern, with Woollen Cloaths, from all which 
Places we have ſomething in Which they abound, and we 
g may want; whereby it appears as if Providence had 
$ - deſtin'd the mutual Commerce and Intercourſe that 18 
A fille Wert over as at this Day. FE 11 


- Moſt Countreys abound in ſome Conveniencies of Life 
which others want; ler us look at the Original of Things, 
and we ſhall find that God has appointed it ſo for a gene» 
"ral Accommodation, and to eſtabliſh an Univerfal Ac- 
Se and Correſpondence between Nations, that 
whole Earth may concur and acknowledge the True 
For tnflance, Gi — ber in Boglint abound 1 in 
nor ſtand in need of any Thing it receives from 
— what at firft ſhoutd have induced us to go in 
Queſt of other Countreys, ho are now become Servicea · 
die to us, and we more to them? Au 


Do we PRE Baule, eich, b ur gan 
2 and they Woollens from us, becauſt᷑ they abound 
in one, and we in tother? Or becauſe we want their 

Timber for our Navigation, Houſes, &c. and they 
our 
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our. Woollens in that cold Countrey > I conceive the 
latter. The ſame may be ſaid of Germany, Holland, and 
all the other Places with whom we Trade by Way of 
Barter, for I b-lieve there is no Nation, (but if there. 
is, certainly "tis not the Datch,) can be ſuppoſed to Im» 
port any Commodity for any other End than their own 
Accommodation z, and tis ſo with all Nations but Eng. 
land; but becauſe the Hollanders tak- our Woollens, 
Tobacco, &c. to anſwer their own and Neighbours Ne- 
ceſſities, which is but reaſonable, we muſt therefore, 
out of meer Ceremony, import a Commodity in which 
we abound at Home. But to turn the Tables, could the 
Dutch furniſh themſelves, and all their Neighbours. 
with Woo!'lens, upon eaſter Terms than we ſupply 
them, I ſuppoſe we muſt look out for other Chapmen, 
than which nothing were more natural and reaſonable 
on their Part; and is it not as reaſonable now that we 
ſhould ſend them in Queſt of other Chapmen for their 
Battery > Gc. Now allowing for Arguments Sake the 
Value of Battrey Imported to be Exported in Woollens 
in lieu thereof, what Uſe can be made of ſuch a Con- 
ceſſion? Why, ſay the Gentlemen Importers, if we pro- 
hibit the Importation of German Braſs conveyed to us 
by the Hollanders, who make a ſhift to pick a Commiſ- 
ſion of 20 per Cent. out of it, then the Dutch, by 
Way of Repriſal, will prohibit the Exgliſ Woollen Ma- 
nufactures; this is the abſurd Way of the Importers 
arguing, who being for the moſt Part of the RERPRO- 
BATION, would Export us, and our Monarchical Con- 
ſtitution, to the Terra del Fuego, or anywhere elſe, to 
make Way for their Antimonarchical Brethren , if 
God had not been graciouſly pleaſed to chain down 
their Hands, which Eminent Bleſſing is worthy of Im- 
mortal Record in Britiſh Hearts. But to keep Neuen 

. eutra- 
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Wey Be propoſed, let us proceed. Jaded it is 


Put natufaf and teaſonable for the Dutch to give us Bat- 


- rey for Cloth, if we will admit ſuch” a Barter, becauſe 
they abound in one, and want the other; and "was 
as natural and reaſonable that we ſhould admit ſuch-a 
Barter for the ſame Reaſon,” before we had found the 
Knack of turning 8 0 Minerals into as * Braſs as 


any in the World. 


„ YL + 


But now we cals is altdied; 'tis now our Duty and 
Policy to prohibit that, which before 'twas both to al- 
low, there is now the ſame Reaſon that we ſhould pro- 
kibic Foreign Braſs, becauſe we abound in our on, 
as there was before to receive it, becauſe we had 
r 


Our dps deen of Braſs are Hood - wink d by their Pris 


vate Intereſt, and are ſo far from conſulting the Natio- 


nal Good, and promoting its Intereſt in the Furtnerance 
of its ManufaQures, that they have the Braſs to addreſs 
this Preſent᷑ Parliament of 1712, ( Eighteen Months ago 
this Aſſurance would have been no Sarprize, ) to Vote coun-. 
ter to an Iatereſt ſo evident and ſo eminent to Eng 
in the whole, and all its Parts, as the Encouragement 
of ſuch a Work caſt needs be in the Pitch of Petfecti 


on it is capable « of being brought to. 


N 


- The Importers are oder 2 monſtruons Dela ion, if 
they think there would be 'a Piece of Woollen Cloth 
ids Fxported if all Foreign Braſs were prohibited, than 
which nothing is more conliſtent with our Reaſon and 


Intereſt; and if the Importation of Foreign Braſs ceaſe, 


and the Imporiers ceaſe to Export Woollens, all the 


A Atterafion' enſuing Wen would be, that the Expor- 
1 tation 
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tation of Woollens wil fall into other Hands, who will - 
Export juſt as much more as theſe do tefs. For all thoſe 
Northetn and Eaſtern Markets muſt be fopplied with 
Woollen Cloths while the Climates and Qualities of 
the Countreys hy the fame as now f 1 — while they 
have any Money left em, or any Thing to pu 
em; and near. ſhall der go? Has ny God Bleſſed 
England and Ireland, and made them like the Store · houſes 
of Egypt in the Times of Famine, to deal both Foo and 
Raiment to moſt Part of Chriſtendow in their Extremi- 
ties? As we are not to infult the Neceſſities of our Neigh- 
bours, fo neither are we obliged to incommode onr- 
ſelves in Cottplaiſance to any Nation in the World; nay, 
_ tho! it were the Mercenary Batavians. AP 


we underſtand the Preſent King Pbiꝶy of Spas is upon 
the Eſtabliſhment of Woollen Manufactures in his Do- 


The Florentiner have alſo, under ſevere Penalties, for- 
bid the Importation of Woollen Cloths into their Ju- 

We ſee how our Neighbour Nations are beginning to 
look about them; theſe Lazy People, the Sparjards, after 
their long Lethargy,are going to exert their Induſtry upon 
the little Wooll they have; but becauſe the People are na- 
turally averſe to Labour, and their Prince knowing how 
difficult" twere to bring em to it, while they may have 
Things ready made brought to their Hands, prohibitsthe 
Importation, or wearing any other than theftrownProduce. 
Aud is there not as much Reaſon that we encourage theſe 
Poor Barren Parts of the Kingdom, whoſe only Treaſure 
and Dependance does _—_ in their Mines of diversSorts : 


The 
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The allowing thelmportation of Braſs Wares from any Part 
of the World, is clapping a Padlock on, and Handcuff- 
ing the Inhabitants of all our Braſs Mineral Counties. 
It chis Miners} Trade ſhould be forc'd to undergo a Diſ- 
ſolution-thro* the Diſcouragement of the Commons o 
Eugland, the Nation would be much puzzled to find 

_ Occupation for the many Thouſands no ſubſiſting by 
_ theſe Works all over this Kindom ; and not only ſo, but 
the Number of our Mendicant Troops muſt receive a 
prodigious. Augmentation ; and to make one Step far- 
ther, I aſſert, and it is inconteſtably true, that if the 
Braſs Manufacturers of England are denied their juſt Suit, 

for being put on an equal Foot of Exportation with 

Foreign and Domeſtick Importers, the Bodies of Thou- 

ſands employed in theſe Mines, and other Branches of 
the Trade, muſt undergo the Exportation denied to 
' their Manufactures, and at the ſame Time permitted to 

. Foreign; viz. inſtead of making Braſs in England, they 

muſt go plant Tobacco in Virginia, Rice in Carolina, 


and barreſ upſtiaking Fiſh in Nem. Exgland, to the farther _ 


_ Contagion of our et- Indian Iſlande. And could 1 
_. poſlibly appropriate One Day to this Subject, I would 
clearly repreſent to you the Fate and Diſmal Conſequence 
l fuch a Severity in ſeveral Reſpecs. 


1 E 
to the Difference of Operation between Eugliſi and 
Foreign Brass, we are all aſſured, and tis an indiſputa- 


0 8 ble Truth, that we bave, or may have,, all Sorts of 


erations, both coarſe and fine, great and ſmall, per- 
Jormed to the utmoſt Nicety and Perfection in Eng/if 
_ + Braſs; and all the Brazen Company do accord that they 


-are not diſtinguiſhable when finiſhed, and that, they 
bare equal Prices, which is as much as need be ſaid of 
. . the Quality, tho if twere not quite as good, (which 
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we know it is,) ſince tis capabl- of being made ſo, we 


 Impoſition from theſe Engliſʒi Manufacturers, unleſs they 
improve their Generoſity and — to a better Standard 


[ 19 Þ 


are to promote, and not join with the Importers. and 
Merchants, (who {ell for the Holanders upon Commiſſi- 
on, which no Body feels but themſelves,), in the Sup« 
preſſion, and ſtifling a Trade ſo. conſiderable to Exg- 


the Commodity with every Thing that will bear the 
Name of Imperfection, tho the ſame Blemiſhes are by 


But theſe Importers have the Braſs, not only to 1 


their own Confeſſion in the Foreign, but they uphraid 


and villifie every Man's Judgment that will not perfidi- 
ouſly: join with them in their Reproaches on Eng 
Battrey, Braſs, &. ty CIR, ee ee 


A Third Objection, which theſe Reprobate Importers 
have advanced in my hearing, is, that if a farther Duty 
be laid on Foreign Metal. prepared, and Black: Latin, as 
they call em, and the Debentures removed from all 
Battrey Ex our Beloved Trade of Importation, 


| ſay they, (which before theſe ugly Mills were ſer up in 
England,) was fo beneficial to us, when it was in the 


Power of us, the Importers, to impoſe our own Prices 
on the Merchants, who bought for Exportation, and our 
Cuſtomers in the Countrey muſt drop, and no longer 
ſtand by us: But whereas we then impoſed our Rat s 
on the Town and Countrey according to their Neceſſity, 
and our own Pleaſure, we ſhall now / be liable to the ſame 


than we could ever bring ours to; then we ſhall have no 


more Shops to go to than the whole Nation had when the 
| Whole Trade was lodg'd in us, the Importers. __ 
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Objeion of ſo tete Foroe, chav thinkin 
- accompany the Inſertion: 
But can be more Natural than to conclude, that 
when this Trade of making Copper and Bras in Englond 
receives the Encouragement and Helps which are due to 
it from the Intereſt of the Nation; I ſay, that more Mills 
wilF be Ft yp, all theſe ities of E | Braſs Wares 
which welnm rt and Export will be made at Home; and 
inſtead of rectivmg Braſs Wares from Holland, and ſ 2 
ing dur Codices therewith, we ſhall be able to fu | 
ly durſelves at Home 5 Abroad entirely with 5 
but wwe may Hope in Time to ſerve ſeveral — Wale 
hitherto ſupplied by the Dutch; and whoeverlives afew - 
Years will probably ſee many more Undertakers of theſe 
Werks, who, by 'firiving ko undermine one another, 
will always beep the Prices Low ; for tis not to be ſupl 
| we 2 ſet en the Foot of tation, that 
Two, Three, -othalf a Dozen Mile. will anſwer 
l 2 at Home and Abroad; tho, as we are 
pine d new, TWwe. may do the Buſineſs; and nothing is 
more Feafible than that theſe , when barr d the 
—— — 2 Will be ehe firſt chat ſhall form a 
Exgliſb; ii ſbort, were all tlie Moti -· 
che Fordigt — zin tempt of Exgliſo'Brals, true, I 
can't why thit ſhould delay ſo Reafonable a _ as ſs 
now made by the Manufacturers. 
„Se Cotnimonsef Exglerdare not tobe impoſed on, 
fo ns td kik that” theſelinporters of Foreign Braſs have 
any | to the Proſperity of of the Woollen Trade, or 
the Poor employed therein; or that it would not be all 
one to them whether there's « Piece of Woollen [Exportett 
in Seven Years, ſo you indulge them in Importing and 
As 


Exporting * Braſs. © 
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dice of the hs Intereſt 


erally, I dow know by what 


E. 


Wait is maſt ſurprizing, that any profeſſiq Subjeh | 
and Loyalty to the Crown o England ſhoulc Vs. iy 
Alpes to Addreſs the f mons of England, in Prejy- 


whom, * aſſemble. 


Motions ſhould obtain a favourable Acceptation with any 
who are thought worthy of occupy 4 a Scat | jo 4 fo Ho- 
noutable a Convention. How can 

One Commoner of England can vote the Suppreſſion of 
aur own Copper and Brass Manufactyres? Since thee | is 
not a County,. a Town, or a Parich. in 


Mangfatares of Sa and Holla 


divas upon this Queſtion, till 1 ſee it in Her Printed 
otes. 


1 know this is not the firſt Occaſion we har hails dic. 
pute the Intereſt of England with the Holl. Wonders in Pole 
of Trade; and as theſe. Occaſions have occurred, Js ge- 
Means, come off b dhe 
worſt ; and I cann't help thinking this, Politick Peop 1 55 
bear us down by a Fund, or | 
Commiſſion to their -A gents an 


actors in London to 


— 


ſtand by their Cauſes, Which are always Diſguiſed ad 


Gilded 4 — with a Shew and Preteace- of Intereſt to 


land : T f which 
e hus we karg ofirp pen c of e 


People, for Which, and for 
o it is no leſs furpriaing, that they Mould think duch 


y imagine that any. 


England, that 
have not a proportionaþle Intereſt in this Trad rade; the pro- 
7 whereof now turns upon this ſingle Point and 
y, (dig.) Shall we Countenance,, and give our Vote 
for 4 Braſs Manuf attures of en ? 07 1. the Br 15 5 


L will never believe tis poſſible that our Houle tte. | 


by Fade a Diſergonary 
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© "ſeveral Inſtances may be produced; and which I impu e 
* Fer much to the general Affectation of that Maxim, ſo 
3 common to the Mouths of one Sort of People in Exg- 
Ind, viz. That the Intereſt of England and Holland are 
© Inſeperable, than which-Credulity nothing has been of 
1 | more fatal Conſequence to this Nation ſome Years paſt; 
1 and nothing is more eaſily proved, than that their In- 
= -Kereſts in many” Cites are direffy oppoft e. 


Let em butdo us if they can in Markets, to which 
they may plead equal Title ; but pray, Dear Countrey- 
men, and Gentlemen, let us not be ſo fondly Paſſive 
Jg beholding our Inconteſtable Rights thus Invaded and 

Sicrificed to a People, who have more Money, and lefs 

Manners, than any we have yet had to do with. Wir- 

_nels their moſt Impertinent, their moſt Officious, and 

their moſt immodeſt Reſentment of the Queen of Great- 

"Britaiz's Pleaſure, in putting down and ſetting up her 
"own Servants and Subjects, as the Conveniency of her 
- :Honthold, and her P-oples Affairs, may require, (of 
Which the States of Holland, you muſt kaow, are to be 
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h! Iaſolence in Folio, Oh-! Dutch Manners. I 
N Chriſtendom, nay, the World, to produce 
one Inſtance of an Affront Parallel to this; and now 
am I obliged to Muſter all my Force againſt the ſnfir- 

_ cmitics of my Tem er, being moſt cult, and tenderly 

 _ touch with the Invaſion of the Honour and Preroga- 
8 | tive of the molt Gracious Sovereign in the World, whoſe 
| | - obliging Clemericy-and Condeſcention to all Nations, 
1 bas brought the Cauſes and Diſputes of Chriftendom, 
1 and almoſt the whole World, under her Mediation; and 
they. are for the moſt Part ſenſible of, and thankful a4 
| | - Cele 
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theſe Benefits; and in Teſtimony whereof, many Foreign 
Princes and States have, to my Knowledge 4 given.the. 
Character of her Britannick Majeſty Credit upon Re- 
cord, for her Diſpoſition, and Amicable Interpoſition, 
to heal the Breaches of Nations, than which nothing 
will more contribute to perpetuate and render Her Ma- 
jeſties Fare and Memory Immortal. x = | 
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Much more havetooffer in Favour of our Eng/;ſbTrade;” 
in this or other Branches, but have not now Leiſure or 
Room in this Compaſs to illuſtrate theſe Notions, with In- 
ſtances ofthe Cuſtoms and Maxims of other Nations relating 
to Commerce; and what is inthe General Sence of Nations 
profitable, and what not; and the Original Inducements 
to Barter, and Trucking one Commodity for another. 
However; as the moſt of you have no need to be acquaint- 
ed with ſuch Matters, I hope, (tho? from no other In- 
ducement, than that I would lend a Hand to promote a 
Manufacture ſo evidently protrable to our Nation,) the 
Aggrievances attending tis Trade will receive Redreſs 
and Relief at your Honourable Hands, without ſuffering. 
your Judgments. to be:{wayed hy any Conſideration: 
which does not conſiſt with the common Good of England, 

much leſs by the ſpecious and fallacious Pretences of theſe 
Sons of Oliverian Importers, who alone can be ſaid to have 
reſt in, t tation, and thoſe but a few, 
and only in our City of London; and even thoſe miſtake. 
their own Intereſt, for they may make the ſame Advan.. 
tage by dealing in Eng liſb as Foreign; witneſs the Reputa.- 
ble Living of many Hundred Subſtantial Braſiers, who 
being of a right Exgliſb Stamp, do deal altogether in the 
fame, to the entire Satisfaction of themſelves and Cuſto. 
mers. : os 
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1 Abele Notos have proceeded ten d 


= and Conſideration, tho? petin'd in a Hurry; 2 I have 
1 _ ofily Time to ſay wiſh.every Repreſentative of Enge 
_—_ Lui did act wit the ſame Difintcreſtedries and aim 2 
tttzheßeneral Good of England, as this is writ, which you 
"0 will Treadily grant "when I ſhall have told you the Author, 
3 and who is well known to moſt of you. 
I 1t is every Man's Bulls 1 to cotifider that he appears 
= for Great. Britain in the Whole, and in all its Parts, and 
if one were behind the Curtain, attentive to 
5 Debates of the BHaretian States, one ſhould: 
; hear no {uch Stickling there for the Intereſt of Exgland. 
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